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- COMMON COUNCIL MEETING

A regular meeting of the Common
Council was held at Clty Hall, Monday
evening, December 6, 1900,

Present—Aldermen D E. O'Nelll
MeMurray. Mahoney, Cassidy, Near,
Clampett, Finlan, Conlin, Brady, Lav-
ery, 4. P:; O'Nell, Paddock., Primrose,
Gould, Wilder, Bertilson, Fietcher, "Bal-
lard, Jackson. O'Connell, Stewart, Feéy-
rer, Meyer, Zink

The waurant as lssued for the meet-
ing for_ the election of a President of
the Board of Aldermen was then read.

The cectiflicates of election and oaths
of office of the following Aldemmen was

then read:

Francis M. Wilder, Danicl H, Ma-
honey, Jr., Johm H., Casgidy John N.
Near, Hornee H. Jockson, Henry J.
Ciampett. James J. Condin, Patrick H.
Brady., Thomas Stewart, Hugh J.}

Lavery. James P. O'Nell. Garry Pad-
doclk

Two Carloads of High Grade Pianos

FOR OUR CHRISTMAS TRADE

'Samples Can Now Be Seen At VACK’S

Bridgeport Public Library Building, 35 John Street, Bridgzport, Conn.

HALLET

& DAVIS

GONWAY

. Buy Direct from the Factory and Be Assured of Bottom Prices. .

STRAUSS

Don’t Forget the Address, 35 JOHN STREET |

15 Seconds from Main Street.

00 motion the reading of the min-
utes of the previous meeting was dis-
pensed with and the records approved.

Alderman D. E O'Neill moved that
the rulea adopted by fhis board for
18 and 1709 be adopted as the rules
for 1908 and 1910,

At this time nominations for Presi-
dent of the Board of Aldermen were
called for.

Alderman MceMurray presented the
namse of Dennis O'Nefll.

Alderman Fletcher presented the
name of Willlam E. Primrose.
Aldermen McMurray and Filetcher

were appointed tellers,

|  The ballot resunlted as follows:

| Whole number of ballots cast ...... ¥

| Necessary for & Cholte vucciccesceness 13

| Alderman O'Nelll recelved ...cvaveee 12

Alderman Primrose received ....:... 12
The Mayor then broke the tie In fa-

vor of Alderman O'Nelll, whom he de-

clared elected President of the Board

for the ensuing year.

Nominations for Page of the Coms=
mon Council was then called for.
Alderman James P, O'Nell presented

RICHMON

IRAN

STAND FOR

GES |

THE BEST

IN SERVICE AND ECONOMY\

L. M. HOPKINS &

Bridgeport,

SON, 972 Main St.

| vor of Thomas F.

‘QUEEN OF THE COOKERS.

- The Chaoeron and the Girls With Elsie Janis in “The Fair Co-Ed,”
at Jackson’s Tharsday Evening.

the name of Thomas F. Cleary.
Alderman Meyer presented the name

of John J. Hines,
Aldermen MoMuarray

were appointed tellers

and Fletcher

The ballot resuited as follows:
Whole number of ballots cast ...... 24
Necessary for a cholee .......cveve. . 13
Thomas F. Cleary Teceived ......... 12
John J. Hines received ... 12

The Mayor .then broke the tle In fa.

“leary, whom he de-

clared elected Page of the Board for

the ensuing year.
COMMUNICATIONS.
MAYOR'S MESSAGE.

The following message was received
from his Honor, the Mhayor, Edward
T. Buckingham:

To the Honorable Common Council of
the City of Bridgeport,
Gentlemen:

This evening we enter upon the per-
formance of our labors as mvanrs
of the Common Council, to which
body is entrusted the legislative func-
tions of the municipal government
and the privilege of directly repre-

senting the people.

During our terms of office new
tasks and responsfbllities are likely to
be ‘mposed upon us, the accomplish-
ment of which will require our ear-
nest co-operation. We should keep
before us in the performance of our
work but one alm, *that we shall
faithfully and Impartially execute the
dutieg of our offices according to our
best akill and judgment” In such a
way as to promote the best Inteérests
of the city.

The Charter Imposes upon the may-~
or the duty of recommending from
time to time such measures connected
with the security., health, cleanliness
and ornament of the ¢€lty, or with the
improvement of Its 'governmeént and
nances, as he =hall deaem expedient

I feel it ygny duty at this time to call
y¥your atte on to the exi nce of cer-
taln conditions and to r mmend for
your ceosideration measures which I
bellsve to be conducive to the welfare
of the city. These recommendationp
are quite asjde from the general
statement of the situation, state and
condition of the City which the mayor¥
is Tequired to communicate to the
Common Council om the first Monday
of June In each year.

It should be our purpose to apply
business principles to the affairs of
the municipality, to furnish a. thor-
ough and business- llke management
In every department, and especially
to establish our finances on a sound
basis. The administration should be
progressive ' and economical. The
practive of economy in municipal af-
fairs Ila often misconstrued to mean
that needed public improvements are
to be overlooked or postponed, but
this 1a no6t true economy. I believe Iin
the econmomliecal conduct of the busi-
ness of the City, but in such economy
as will not delay progress nor post-
pone necessary Improvements,

The City should receive the ent-
est possible return for the amount of
money expended without any diminu-
tion of the quallty of the services ren-
dered or of the supplies furnished.

An important problem coafronting
municipality relates to the equali-
zantion of axes. Since our city was
incorporated great enterprises have
grown up which have contributed in
& large degree to our prosperity and
to our stand'ng as' onea of the fore-
most clties of the country.

The values of some forms of prop-
erty have increased with great rapl-
dity. Because of this increase, some
such properities are not valued ab-
cording to the meaning of the law,
while other foryns of poeperty, more
especially dwellings, have been listed
at substantially full value. This is, of
course, unjust as well as unlawful
The law knows but one rule: that all
property shall be assessed at [ts true
nrket value. The law I¥ not aimed
at any particular cinss of citizens, nor
at any special kind of property. It
applies to all citizens and to all prop-
erty not exempt from taxation, which
ls subject te be levied upon for muni-
clpal purposes. This law must not,
and, we belleve, will not be invoked
against any particular set of men or
particular kind of property.

e question of tax equalization f&
not unique to Bridgeport Other
clities are grappling with thls impor-
tant problem forced upon them by
the expense of caring for the needs
of a population that is increasing at a
tremendous rate,

Most of the deficiencles In the City
of Bridgeport at the ¢nd of the flscal
year, will -be found, upon investgn-

tlon, to have had their origin In Its
inndequate Iincome. This ino.ln-
quacy “of the public funds to meet

the demands for necessary improve-
ments cannot be remedied whils our
homes, together with the lands, fur-
nish more than five eighths of the
publlé revenue,

The platform upon which the May-
or was elected pledged him, and ¢l
thoge who were elected with him, w0
Aan squitable adjustment of the inx
system. This promise, as every other
promise made to,the people, must be
scrupulously kept
* Section 368 of the Charter says:
“The Board of Police Commissioners,
Fire Commissioners, Park Commis-
sloners, Charitles and Apportionment.
reapectively, shall elect from their
own members a president who shall
be known as the head of such de-
partment. Such heads of depart-
ments shall have seats In the Com-
mon Council, and they shall be en-
titled to take part In the proceedings
and deliberations of the Common
Council on all questions relating to or
affecting thelr respective depart-
maents: but they shall not have the
right to vote thereon.”

This privilege certainly has not
been taken advantage of by the presi-
dents of the above departments In
the past, except on rare occaslons, and
the consequence has been that mat-
ters have come up for consideration
aflecting these departments and have

I would earnestly recommend that
whenever any matter affecting a de-
partment is before the Common' Coun-
cil, the head of such departmeént will
feel it his duty to be present

I am confident that if such a policy
is pursued it will produce a more ef-
fective co-operation ahd. a closer and
more satisfactory relationship be-
tween the Commom .Cowncil and the
several boards,

It Is perhagg not out of place at
this time to refer to the lack of in-
terest that s taken In public hear-
ings before this body in matters of
general interest. Those ln favor of a
project or Improvement, as a rule,
appear for the same, but those in op-
position frequently arf not present.
For this reason the membera of the
body are often unable fo obtain a full
expression of opinion in reference to
the matter before them. 1 trust that
during the coming year your honor-
able body may be able to devise soma
meang to promote a full expression of
opinlon at all public hearings,

The investigation -of the Electric
Light company should be pursued
with a view to ascertalning the actual
investment of the comvpany and fts
cost of produocing electricity, for the
purpose of obtainlng a reduction iIn
price both for private and public con-
sumers. Only with an adegualte
knowledge Ccan it be " determined
whether the charges now made for
this commodity are ,ust charges. A
public service monopoly unlike an or-
dinary private, business, js not per-
mitted by law to charge what price
it pleases for its product, but may
charge only such a price as will yield
a Tair profit on its gotual investment
While the rights of all such corpora-
tiens ghould be respectad, yvet they in
turn must fully perform all thelr du-
tlex to the city and its clitizend,

I Tecommend that the Committee
on Harbor Improvements be empow-
ered to take up negotintlons with the
New York, New Haven®and Hartford
Rallroad company relative to the pur-
chase of more dock front adjacent to
the present holdings of the City at the
foot of Wall street.

While the Common Council has
small control over the expenditure of
the public moneys, at the same time
I would earnestly urge upon you, In
#0o far as your duties involve the ex-
penditure of the city's revenue, the
necesgity to gconomize ns far as pos-
sible,
the city will be called upon to meet
several extraordinary dJdemands upon
ita” treasury. The maoast conspicuous
of these demands is the State Tax im-
posed upon us by the last OGeneral
Assembly. Thizs alone will add sub-
stantially one mill to the tax rate. It
should be borne in mind that this
extraordinary draln on our revéenues
Is due to the condition of the Stale's
finances, and Is a matter over avhich
we have absolutely no contral and
from which the city derives no direct
benefit. While It moy not be pousi
ble to prevent an increase of the taox
rate, yet. it Is certain, that on account
of this adldtional expeénse the rate
will rise beyond reasonable bounds
unless we and all the departments of
the city government exercise the
strictest frugality and wisdom .in ex-
penditure.

Our citizens are justly complaining
uf the trolley service furnished bv the
company which enjoyvs the sirzet rail-
way franchise in our elty Complaint

I= especinlly made of the smal! . un-
siable, unclean, and unsightly CRArs
which are run with fiat whenls and

sre irregular and uncertaln In Spera-
tion, Complnint is also made of ov-
ercrowded cara, especially during
rush hours, when our clilizens are go-
ing to or returning from work. It

cil to find menans to remedy thes» con-
ditions ,either by conferemce with the
company or otherwise. [ recommend
that steps to this end pe immediately
taken.

It is the duty of the Connecticut
company to keep In repair Lthe
streets between Its rails and two feet
on either side. This duty Is almost en-
tirely neglected and it will be the pol-
fov of thi=z administration to require a
prompt and full performance in this
respect. All corporations and
viduals making excavations in the
streets should be compelled to strictly
carry out the law In reference to re-
storing the streets to as good condl-
tilon as before -the excavations were
made.

I would recommend that means be
taken by the Committee on Streets
and Sidewalks In co-operation with
the Director of Publle Works and the
Paving and Sewer Commission, that
our astreets may be consistently and
inteligently maintained and improved,
and especially with the view of plac-
Ing and malnta!ning our princina’ ar-
terfes In such a Arst class condition as
to reflect credit on the city.

I desire to call vyour attention to
that portion of the declaration of prin-

been acted upon without a proper un- | ciples upon which the present admin-

derstanding of the condiiions relat- | istalon waas elected, which says:

ing to them. by We denounce the “harbor grab" and
i i - 4

£ " v A ! _-'—.' b &

e

ecause during the coming Vear |

| the’ westerly approach of the Stratford |

will be the duty of the Common Coun. *

indi-{

Open Evenings

Until Christmas

the “car barn surrender,” by which In
the one case a [arge portion of the

of December, 1909,
E. T. BUCKINGHANM,

harbor was yvielded to the New Haven Mayor of Bridgeport, Conn. . =
Hullroad company and in-"the other Accepted and ordered printdd in the -
case permisison was given to the | year book -

same company to establish death traps
at the ends of the two principal
bridges connecting the east and west
sides of the City. We deeclare this
bargaln Injurious to the Clty and
harmful to gaood public policy.

Under our system of government
parties submit issues for the appro-

val of the people. Such are merely Aldermen Paddock.
expressions of party opinion and are Clampett, Fletcher,
only binding upon the officers of t!ml LAMPS.
City after they have been approved Aldermen Mahoney,
by popular vote. It ls possible that|1an Jackson, O°'Connell.
no remedy now exists which the City CLAIMS.

may seek. But we may at least use
our best efforts to protect the harbor
from further éncroachmenteand may
do much to cause its Improvement, in-
creasing Its use to commerce and man-
ulfactures.

It = my judgment that every hon-
orable effort should be made to pre-
vent the laying of trolley tracks across
the sidewalk In Stratford avenue, near

Gould, Stewart.

honey, Jackson,

avenue bridge. It is my purpose to
request the City Attorney to look into
the situation and if a remedy can be
found under which the City can es-

cape the conpequences of the disas- Coﬁ:ﬁfrmen
trous - arrangement entered into be- -

tween the ¢ity and the railroad com-

pany, prior to the election of this ad- Aldermen
ministration, I belleve it should be |O'Nell, Fletcher,
done,

In conclusion I desire to say that
while the selection of mmunicipal offi-
cers s necessarily, under our system.
a matter of party and of politics, yet
the officers who are etected gre the ser-
vants of all the people. In perform-
ing the functions entrusted to them
thelr' chlef attention must be given
to the needs of the entire gity as it
comes under their care and supervi-
slon.

Improvements must not be made
with a view of building political capi-
al for either party, but selely for the
purpose of making the city a desir-
able place of residence, and a com-
munity which will attract capital and
progressive and enterprising manufac-
turers and skilled workers from all
parts of our country. This should be
our aim.

As we are guccessful or unsuccesful
in attaining -this ideal, we shall be
jnd=ed by the people who have en-
trusted us with the power.

Reéspectfully submifted this 6th day

Zink, Feyrer.
Aldermen
O'"Nell,
lan, Wilder,

Bertilson, Zink.

confirmed.

Aldermen’ D.
Adopted.

KEITH’S---T1» Varsity Pharmacy

PRESFRIPTIONE A SPECTALTY

FATRFIFLD AVE., COR. PARK AVE. FPhone 1447-2—Day or Night. FS=t

SAMPLE
SHOES

Women’s Waterproof
Tan §lorm Boots

for tramping or wet weather street

* wear—nine inches high—with cuff
and buckles at the top—made like
a man’s—very Swagger.

Price $3.8

Value $6.00

His Honor the

Aldermen Near, Lavery,

ORDINANCES.
Aldermen Finlan, Lavery,
Gould, O'Conneil’

MISCELLANEOUS. 2t
Aldermen Conlin, Paddock, Ma- -

FIRE DEPAFETMENT.

Aldermen J. O'Neil, Clampett, Ma- "
honey, Wilder, Bullard.

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS.
McMurray,
Meyer,. Jackson.
SEWERS.
Clampett, Cassidy,

PRINTING. =
Aldermen Brady, Near, D. O'Neil¥ - =

' RULES.

Cassidy,
Bertilgon, Gould.
MEMORIAL DAY.
Aldermen Brady,
Feyrer.
UNFINIEHED BUSINESS, o
Aldermen D, O'Neil, Near, Brady,

the ensuing year:

lin, Fletcher, Bullard.
{To be Continued.)

Women’s Sample
Shoe Parlor
Securily Building

Christmas Gifts

$2.00, $2.50,

All sizes and all widths.

Sample of $3.50 to $5 Shoes
at

$2.85

Brady, .

Upon motion the communication
was received and the appointments® ®

At this time Alderman MoMurmy f
presented the following resolution: ) '

Resolved, That the following named s =
aldermen constitute the Committee on s
Finance of the Common Counecil for . @ 5

Cassidy, Con-; o
.

Mayor then an- :
nouncegd the following committees for |
the ensuing year:
WAYS AND MEANS.
Aldermen Lavery, McMurray, Pad- , o
dock, Stewart, Primrose. N
HARBOR IHPR(}\’_EHE}\"IE
McMurray, |
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